SARATOGA UNDERGROUND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
NOTICE OF HEARING ON DISTRICT RULES
SEPTEMBER 28, 2026

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to all interested persons in Lampasas County, Texas:

That the Board of Directors of the Saratoga Underground Water Conservation District (“District”) will
hold a public hearing to discuss, consider, receive public comments, and potentially act upon adoption
of amendments to the District’s Rules. The proposed amendments to the Rules include changes and/or
additions related to the following:

e Definitions (Rule 1.1). Add definitions of "Transport Well" and "Jet Well."

e Emergency rules (new Rule 1.13). Authorize the Board to adopt emergency rules to address an
imminent threat to public health, safety, or welfare, consistent with Texas Water Code § 36.1011.

e Registration and drilling (Rule 2.2). Require that drilling begin within a set time after a Notice to
Proceed is issued, and cross-reference the well record required by the Rules.

e Permit terms (Rule 3.6). Allow flexibility for operating permits to be issued for a term of up to five
years, with an annual production and compliance report.

e Production fees and reporting (Rule 3.7). Tie production fees to the rate in the District's Fee
Schedule, allow production to be measured and reported by reasonable District-approved methods,
and provide a process to refund fees paid in error.

e Well records (Rules 2.2 and 3.5). Expand the completion record to include well depth, static water
level, tested flow rate, pump information, and metering.

e Permit hearings (Rule 4.1). Extend the time for the Board to act after a hearing to sixty days to align
with Texas Water Code § 36.411.

e Transport (export) permits (Rules 5.4 and 5.6). Set the export fee to the maximum rate allowed by
state law, with its annual adjustment, and set transport permit terms to the minimum terms
required by Texas Water Code § 36.122, including automatic extension.

e Well driller and pump installer licensing (Rules 6.2 and 6.4). Require water well drillers and pump
installers to hold a current license with the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation, and
update drilling-location and construction standards.

e Well spacing and production regulation (Rule 6.4). Keep the District's existing well spacing
requirements, update the drilling-location tolerance, and add authority to regulate the production
of groundwater under Texas Water Code § 36.116, including limits based on acreage or on acre-feet
per acre, managed depletion, and related methods. The specific limits would be set through the
District's Management Plan or by rule. Production limits would be applied uniformly to similarly
situated wells and consistent with the Desired Future Conditions for the District's aquifers.



e Abandoned and deteriorated wells (new Rule 6.7). Establish a process to identify, notice, and
require the capping or plugging of abandoned or deteriorated wells.

e Critical Groundwater Depletion Areas (Rule 6.4 and Section 8). Connect the District's existing
Critical Groundwater Depletion Area provisions to the spacing and production authority described
above, provide that such an area is established by rule, require that any production limits be
applied uniformly, and confirm that any limits on exempt wells remain voluntary.

e Enforcement (Rule 10.3). Increase the maximum civil penalty to $25,000 per day for each violation,
consistent with Texas Water Code § 36.102.

e Refund of fee for withdrawn applications (Rule 11.1). Establish a process to request a refund of
application fees for withdrawn well registration or permit applications, pending General Manager
review and Board approval.

e Aquifer storage and recovery (Rule 12.1). Clarify how a well that both injects and recovers water is
treated.

The District is also considering authorizing certain classes of wells by rule, in place of an individual
operating permit (new Rule 3.14, covering limited-production domestic and livestock wells on tracts of
land 10 acres or less, replacement wells, monitoring and test wells, and temporary wells).

The hearing will be held on Monday, September 28, 2026, at 11:00 A.M. at the Lampasas County
Courthouse located at 501 E. Fourth St. Lampasas, Texas 76550. Comments on the proposed Rules may
be presented in written or verbal form at the hearing, and persons interested in submitting written
comments on the proposed Rules in advance may do so by sending comments to the District at P.O. Box
168, Lampasas, Texas 76550 or by email at saratogauwcd@gmail.com. Any person who desires to
appear at the hearing and present comments may do so in person, by legal representative, or both. The
hearing posted in this notice may be recessed from day to day or continued where appropriate. At the
conclusion of this hearing or any time or date thereafter, the proposed Rules may be adopted in the
form presented or as amended based upon comments received from the public, District staff,
consultants, or members of the Board without any additional notice or hearing.

A copy of the proposed Rules is available by requesting a copy by email to saratogauwcd@gmail.com,
at the Lampasas County Courthouse located at 501 E. Fourth St. Lampasas, Texas 76550, or at the
District’s website at www.saratogauwcd.org. The District is committed to compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Any person who needs special accommodations should contact
District staff at (512) 734-4073 at least 24 hours in advance if accommodation is needed. Any person
who wishes to receive more detailed information on this notice should contact District staff at (512)
734-4073.

END OF NOTICE



